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ashmir, the paradise on Earth is known for its captivating beauty. It is
enriched by three mountain ranges of the Himalayas – Karakoram,
Zanaskar and Pir Panjal, running from North east. Forming the backdrop of
Kashmir, these snow caped ranges make Kashmir look like a picture straight
out of a fairytale. Dazzling rivers, streams, serene lakes, splendid gardens,
flowering meadows etc are some other features of landscape of the Kashmir
valley.
The valley of Kashmir is situated in the middle of Himalayan range
between latitude 33-35°N and longitude 73-76oE at an altitude of 5000ft above
sea level (Koul, 1913). Kashmir valley measures about 130 km in length and
over 40km in width with a total area of 15120 sq km (Majid, 1987).
Birds form a major group of vertebrates inhabiting diverse habitats-
plains, hills, mountain cliffs, forests, grasslands, water bodies etc. They are the
most colorful creatures and exist in almost all color combinations. Their sight
and songs are soothing to the eyes and ears respectively. Some birds live close
to human habitations while others are shy and hide themselves from human
beings. The water birds of the valley are most famous and considerable amount
of work has been conducted on them (Shah 1984, Ahanger 2008).
Bird communities have been studied fairy well both in temperate and
tropical forests (Blake 2007; Willson and Comet 1996). Understanding the
diversity and structure of bird communities is essential to delineate the
importance of regional or local landscapes for avian conservation (Kattan and
Franco, 2004).
Past studies have documented the bird community structure of the
Himalayan region (Sultana et al., 2007; Acharya et al., 2011, Chettri et al.,
K
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2005). The Eastern Himalaya is considered as the Endemic Bird Area
(Mittermeier et al., 2005).
Birds are considered good indicators of environmental quality and are
frequently being used to monitor environmental and ecosystem health
(Centerbury et al., 2000). Bird assemblages based on species composition,
abundance, richness and diversity along with other attributes such as rarity and
endemism are frequently used for ornithological evaluations and assignment of
conservation value to sites (Daniels, 1989).
One of the important aspects of the birds is migration. Many bird species
migrate to take advantage of global differences of seasonal temperatures,
therefore optimizing availability of food sources and breeding habitat. Every
year flocks of birds migrate from central Asia and Northern Europe after flying
over some World’s highest mountains and find excellent feeding and resting
grounds in different habitats of the Kashmir Valley.
Birds carry out the pollination of important plant species and are
important in controlling plant pests (Clout and Hay 1989). Birds are also
sensitive indicators of pollution problems and function as early warning system
(Becker 2003).
Anthropogenic pressure has resulted in drastic changes in the natural
habitats of birds. Urbanization affects landscape heterogeneity and
consequently the distribution, abundance and resources upon which birds
depend (Manhaes and Alan, 2005). Deforestation constitutes a severe threat to
the habitat of birds, especially because high altitude forests are very slow
growing (Sargent et al., 1985). Avifauna changes also happen because of
farming and cattle grazing that will indirectly affect natural vegetation structure
(Parsons et al., 2003).
The preservation and management of natural habitats of birds is
necessary to protect these unique creatures. Proper monitoring of resources and
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habitat conditions is recommended since human disturbances in forests that
continue beyond the replenishing capacity of forest ecosystems leads to non-
linear or irreversible degradation (Chettri et al., 2005). Conservation and
preservation of natural habitats is essential to preserve high degree of
biological diversity (Hughes et al., 2002).
There is a need for accurate measurement of bird population in order to
understand the impact of man on the natural habitat of birds. The present status
of avifauna of Dachigam national park is unknown. Very little work has been
done related to the avifauna of Dachigam National Park. The aim of this study
is to generate the baseline information and to represent the comprehensive
picture of bird community structure of Dachigam national park. This
information will help in future for species specific work on avifauna of
Dachigam National Park and for launching conservation strategies.
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large amount of work has been done on various aspects of birds round
the globe and a fair amount of literature regarding the research
conducted on birds is available. In the following account, attempt has been
made to present a review of such literature in a chronological order.
Theobald (1854) made earliest studies on the birds of Kashmir. Brooks
(1872) was a pioneer in conducting detailed investigations on the birds of
Kashmir. The first outstanding monograph on 167 species of breeding birds of
Kashmir was presented by Bates and Lowther (1952). The work contains
detailed observations on birds during the course of sixteen visits to Kashmir in
twenty years. They not only gave description and distribution of these birds but
also studied their feeding and breeding behavior.
Kluijver (1955) carried out a detailed study on breeding behavior of
Great Reed Warbler and related low atmosphere in the delay of the arrival of
breeding.
Ali and Ripley (1968-1975) described 1200 bird species of Indian
subcontinent. They studied the distribution, habitat and breeding biology of the
birds of the subcontinent.
Tramer (1969) used Shannon’s diversity index for 267 breeding birds.
This index was resolved into components, species richness and relative
abundance, to determine which components played a larger role in the
determination of diversity patterns.
Gauntlett (1972) gave list of birds of Kashmir region, based on his
intensive observation and compared them with the work of Bates and Lowther
(1952).
A
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Gaston (1973) discussed various methods for the estimation of bird
population in a given habitat. The usage of a particular method depends on the
type of habitat, purpose of the estimation, accuracy needed, behavior of the
species and many other factors.
Masatomi (1975) carried out some observations on birds of high altitude
lakesides in Gosainkand, Nepal and briefly described the status of each species.
North (1984) studied the modeling annual number of bird territories on
farmland plots.
Shah et al. (1984) carried out the studies on food, feeding, and breeding
biology of some resident and non-resident birds of the wetlands of Kashmir.
Medin (1986) studied the grazing and passerine breeding birds in Great
Basin (USA) and noted that important structural and compositional differences
existed in vegetation of experimental pastures.
Gaston et al. (1987) studied the distribution of larger species of birds
breeding on the coasts of Foxe Basin and Northern Hudson Bay Canada and
found that greatest numbers of birds were seen along the low lying coasts
baked by wet lowland tundra.
Johnels and Thomas (1988) conducted a survey on the species
composition and abundance of bird fauna in distributed forests in Central
Andes of Columbia and recorded 40 species of birds belonging to 19 families
and 23 additional species in the surrounding area.
Arnold and Weeldenburg (1990) studied the factors determining the
number of species of birds in road verges in wheat belt of Western Australia
and noted that assemblage of birds and their relative abundance differed
seasonally in different vegetation types.
Daniels et al. (1992) carried out a study on the relationship between bird
and woody plant species diversity in the Uttara Kannada district, South India.
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They found that the diversity is inversely related to woody plant species
diversity and vertical stratification in the natural vegetation.
Hussain et al. (1993) worked on migratory birds and found that an adult
Grey Plover, which was ringed in Russia on August 6, 1989 was recovered five
months later in Point Calimere (India) on Jan 14 , 1990.
Javed and Rahmani (1998) studied bird diversity of Dudwa National
Park, India. They reported 330 species from the park out of which 112 species
were breeding birds.
Richard (1999) investigated the avian diversity of Kelabit highlands and
surrounding slopes. He identified 102 species representing 29 families of birds.
Mason (2000) carried out a study on the number of breeding bird species
and species turn over (extinction & colonization) in relation to woodland area
set in an intensively farmed landscape in north- east Essex, UK. He came to the
conclusion that the conservation of large woods and the extension of the
smaller woods to a size of about 10ha would be beneficial to both the species
diversity and population stability of regional woodland bird assemblages.
Shah et al. (2000) worked on species composition and population
dynamics of birds of Hokersar and reported 90 species of birds, their status and
abundance from the wetland.
Sultana and Khan (2000) surveyed 19 patches of oak forests in 3
districts of the Kumaon Himalaya. They prepared a complete checklist of 382
bird species from the study area.
Singh (2000) carried out a study in the Dehra Dun valley and
neighboring hills. Status of 377 species of birds was presented. Specific threats
to the habitats in the area were also discussed.
Mortberg (2001) investigated the effects of habitat loss, fragmentation
and habitat quality on sedentary forest birds in an urban and suburban
environment in Stockholm, the capital of Sweden. The study showed that large
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forest areas and a high amount of forest in the landscape are important for the
investigated resident birds that are not adapted to the urban environment. Vast
areas without tree-cover seemed to be poor habitat.
Chettri and Sharma (2001) studied bird community structure in the
Yuksam-Dzongri Trekking corridor of the Sikkim Himalaya, India. Human
utilized forest (open canopy forest) and relatively utilized forest (closed canopy
forest) were designated for the study. Both bird species richness and diversity
were higher at the open canopy conditions compared with the closed canopy.
Various threats and the conservation measure were also discussed.
Fazili (2002) carried out studies on the annual cycle of some birds of
Wular Lake, Kashmir and recorded breeding biology of Indian Whiskered
Tern, Indian Great Reed Warbler, Pheasant Tailed Jacana and Dabchick.
Laiola (2003) presented the bird community overwintering in the
subalpine zone of Sagarmatha National Park, Nepal. He came to the conclusion
that strict regulation of tourist related developments is essential to preserve the
bio- diversity of the area.
Price et al. (2003) studied variation in bird number along the Himalayas.
They found that there are more than twice as many species in the east
compared with west. Breeding birds of two sanctuaries namely Manali in HP
and Overa in Kashmir were compared and it was found that differences in
species composition were large. They came to the conclusion that there is
considerable variation in species composition along the Himalayas.
Awan et al. (2004) conducted a preliminary study on distribution of
Avian fauna of Muzaffarbad-Azad J&K, Pakistan and recorded a total of 59
species belonging to 9 orders and 31 families. Out of these 24 were resident, 14
were winter visitors, 11 were summer visitors and 10 were rare.
Bennun et al. (2005) monitored Important Bird Areas in Kenya and
provided extensive information on individual IBAS, plus indices for national
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trends in state, preserve and response based on data collected from 49 out of 60
sites.
Urfi et al. (2005) examined the status of counting birds for various
purposes in India. The usage of a particular method depends upon the type of
habitat, purpose of the estimation; accuracy needed, behavior of the species and
many other factors.
Awan et al. (2006) studied the distribution, population, status and
habitat utilization of Alectoris chukar in Machiara National Park, Azad
Kashmir. They found that destruction of habitat is the major threat to the
existing wildlife including Chukar.
Donnelly & Marzuluff (2006) used 54 sq km landscape in the Seattle,
Washington, USA metropolitan area to determine the relative importance of
habitat quality, structure and pattern of bird diversity & abundance. They found
that conservation of native birds in reserves can be supplemented by managing
the amount, composition, structural complexity and arrangement of vegetation
in neighborhoods.
Lei et al. (2007) worked on the sub regional endemism and biodiversity
conservation in China. They investigated the assemblage of China avian
endemics of each avifaunal sub region and analyzed the faunal sub regional
species diversity, sub specific differentiation and their relationships.
Tubelis et al. (2007) surveyed birds in patches of native eucalypt forest
and in surrounding exotic matrix (Radiata pine forests) in South-eastern
Australia. They came to the conclusion that wide patches of eucalypt forest
supported higher species richness and greater numbers of birds, such as foliage
searchers and nectarivores than narrow patches. Moreover, the abundance of
species in wide and narrow patches of native forest was related to their use of
the matrix. This was true for native forests surrounded by old but not by young
pine forests.
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Dhadse et al. (2008) carried out avifaunal study in Panipat refinery area
before and after commissioning, Haryana India. 63 birds were observed during
the study. The study revealed that less diversity was observed in 1992 when
Panipat refinery was commissioned but more birds especially aquatic ones
were observed after the commissioning of the refinery. The change was due to
an increase in bird habitats due to development of wetlands in and outside
refinery, development of green belt around refinery and increase in green cover
of area due to boosting of agro forestry and social forestry.
Giraudo et al. (2008) compared bird assemblages between small
(<100ha) and large (>6000ha) forest remnants in one of the largest Atlantic
Forest remnants in Argentina. They observed that the forest dependent,
endemic and several sensitive bird guides were strongly affected by
fragmentation, putting in evidence the vulnerability to the fragmentation
process and the necessity to conserve large remnants to avoid reduction of the
high biodiversity of AF birds.
Higuchi et al. (2008) studied the migratory patterns of Eurasian cranes
(Grus grus) from Gujarat, India to their breeding grounds. The migratory
behavior suggested that there are several wetlands along the fly way that are
important for these long distant migrants. Conservation strategies of these
important wetlands were also discussed.
Acharya et al. (2009) utilized the identification skills of indigenous
Lepcha community to carry out the Bird sampling in three locations in Dzongu,
North Sikkim. They came to the conclusion that the indigenous taxonomic
knowledge of Lepcha community can be applied for bio diversity assessment
programmes.
Akbar et al. (2009) surveyed waterfowl population at Chashma barrage
(Wildlife Sanctuary, Mianwali) and Marala Headworks (Game reserve)
Pakistan to know the waterfowl diversity. During the study period, total of 46
and 44 waterfowl species were reported from Chasma barrage and Marala
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headworks respectively. A decreasing trend in waterfowl population at both the
wetland was observed. They suggested that waterfowl population need to be
conserved through the protection of its habitat.
Asokan et al. (2009) studied the dietary composition of the three
insectivorous birds in Nagapattinam District, T.N, India by analyzing
regurgitated pellets. The analysis revealed that these birds prey mainly on
arthropods and less on vertebrates.
Martin et al. (2009) conducted a study in an agricultural landscape of
Madagascar and found that overall bird species richness was significantly
higher in open areas containing isolated trees, than in areas without isolated
trees. Management of isolated trees may thus prove helpful for conservation
value of birds.
Murgui (2009) studied bird fauna of the municipality of Valencia
(Spain) and determined the influence of urbanization on bird species richness
and abundance. He came to the conclusion that conservation of urban bird
diversity could benefit two conservation strategies. i) protection of the
surrounding rural landscape from urban development ii) habitat enhancement
within the city.
Acharya et al. (2010) studied bird community of Shingba Rhododendron
wildlife sanctuary, Sikkim, India. They compared the Bird species richness in
Shingba with other parts of Himalayas at similar elevations. Conservation
issues and management measures of the sanctuary were also discussed.
Deori and Das (2010) conducted a survey on birds of Nameri National
park- Assam, India and provided a detailed annotated checklist of 374 avian
species. 8 globally threatened species were also reported from the area.
Mills (2010) carried out a study on bird diversity in Angola’s central
scarp forests. During his study, he provided summaries of ranges, populations
and conservation threats for the seven most threatened bird species.
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Acharya et al. (2011) examined patterns of species richness, diversity
and range size distribution of birds in the Eastern Himalayan region. They
found that species richness of birds is highest at intermediate elevations.
Additionally primary productivity and factors associated with habitat accounted
for most of the variation in avian species richness.
Bhatt and Joshi (2011) studied the bird diversity, species composition,
status and abundance in urban & forest habitats of Nainital District of
Uttarakhand, western Himalayas. They found that forest had more complex
bird community structure as compared to urban habitat.
Roy et al. (2011) carried out a study to compare avifaunal diversity in
and around Neora Valley National Park, West Bengal, India. A total of 73 bird
species belonging to 25 families were recorded. Forest edges were found to be
the most diverse habitats.
Saikia and Oinam (2011) gave a checklist of avian fauna at Jeypore
Reserve Forest, Eastern Assam and described the status of each species.
Thakur and Mattu (2011) carried out avifaunal diversity study in cold
desert region of Kaza area in Himachal Pradesh. Status and migratory patterns
of 62 species of birds was discussed.
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achigam with a peculiar and interesting topography is in the form of an
undulating mountain valley system spread over an area of 141 sq km. Its
nearest edge is about 20km from the capital city of Kashmir, the Srinagar and
lies in its northeast between 34o05'-34o12'N longitude and 74o54'-75o09'E
latitude. It is approximately 24km in length and 6km in breadth ranging in
altitude from 1700m to 4000m (Shah et al. 2009). The whole area of the park is
distinguishable into lower Dachigam (26km2) and upper Dachigam (115km2).
The lower Dachigam valley portion begins as a broad and narrow bent passage.
The broad open end of this passage faces the northwest direction and forms the
main entrance to the park area. It ends at its southwestern end at Nagharen and
at its eastern end at Marsar meadows.
Among the meadows of upper alpine Dachigam which are bounded by
high ridges on north, northeast and northwest there abodes a glacial
oligotrophic water body of Marsar which serves as a source of fresh snow melt
drinking water to a portion of the capital city. Dachigam also supplies water to
some agricultural lands and is a major feeding source to Dal Lake through
Dachigam Dagwan Nallah. There are numerous brooks and other tributaries in
the region.
Within the natural boundary of Dachigam National Park near its western
edges lies the water reservoir of Sarband, making a seasonal lake, adjacent to
which is located the Harwan green park.
The average climate of Dachigam is sub-mediterranean or sub alpine
temperate with 4 distinct seasons a year, Spring (March-May), Summer (June –
August), Autumn (September-November) and Winter (December-February).
The flora of the park is dominated by species like Prunus avium, Prunus
D
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persica, Malus domesticus, Juglans regia, Salix alba, Morus alba, Parrotiopsis
jacquemontiana, Populus alba, Pinus wallichiana, Quercus robur etc.
Dachigam forms the only natural home of the famous Hangul deer,
Cervus elaphus hanglu. The other outstanding mammalian representatives are
Moschus chrysogaster, Ursus arctos, Selenarctos thibetanus, Panthera pardus,
Martes flavigula, Lutra lutra, Marmota caudata, Felis chaus, Mustela sibirica
etc.
Many investigators have studied the diversity, distribution, seasonal
migration etc of birds from various parts of Himalayas (Chettri et al., 2005
Mattu and Thakur, 2006) but a very little work has been carried out in
Dachigam National Park. The present study represents the comprehensive
picture of bird community structure of Dachigam National Park, Kashmir.
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or the purpose of bird study, Dachigam National Park was divided into 15
transects, ten (I-X) in lower Dachigam and five (XI to XV) in upper
Dachigam, so that majority of the study area was covered. The transects varied
in length from 2km to 8km depending on vegetation type and accessibility, and
were distributed among four habitat types viz. Mixed forest, Coniferous forest,
Riverine and Grassland. Width of the transects varied between 50m to 100m.
Transects were walked in a straight manner at a fixed speed to record the birds
on or near the line. (Fig. 4.1)
Transect I. Gandekadal to Mechikadal (3km)
It is a riverine type of habitat and is dominated by the following type of
vegetation:
Parrotiopsis jacquemontiana, Prunus cerasifela, Rubus fruticosus,
Rubus prostrate, Rosa brunonii, Pinus wallichiana, Lonicera quinqelocularis,
Prunus armeniaca, Celtis australis, Rosa webbiana.
Transect II. Mongdori to Raaznari (2km)
It is a coniferous forest type of habitat and is dominated by the following
type of vegetation.
Themeda anathera, Pinus exelsa, Prunus prostrate, Indigofera
heterantha, Hedera nepalensis, Fragaria nubicola, Jasminum officinale,
Prunus persica, Ulmus villosa, Poa bulbosa.
Transect III. Drog (3km)
It is a grassland type of habitat and is dominated by following type of
vegetation.
F
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Parratiopsis jacquemontiana, Themeda anathera, Bergenia cilata, Rosa
brunonii, Rosa webbiana, Bromus japonicas, Fraxinus hookeri, Stipa sibria.
Transect IV. Nambal (3km)
It is a riverine type of habitat and is dominated by following vegetation.
Morus alba, Prunus prostrata, Prunus ceresifela, Prunus armeniaca,
Celtis caucasica, Lonicera quinquelocularis, Hedera nepalensis, Parrotiopsis
jacquemontiana.
Transect V. Reshivider to Panaer (2km)
It is a grassland type of habitat and is dominated by the following
vegetation.
Themeda anathera, Indigofera heterantha, Rosa webbiana, Parrotiopsis
jacquemontiana, Bergenia ciliate, Fragaria vesca, Iris sp, Jasminum humile.
Transect VI. Sheep farm to Aabchol (3km)
It is a mixed forest habitat and is dominated by following vegetation.
Lonicera quinquelocularis, Fraxinus hookeri, Quercus rober, Prunus
prostrata, Ulmus villosa, Themeda anathera, Arabis nuda, Pinus sp.
Transect VII. Padshadob to Aaastana (4km)
It is a coniferous mixed forest type of habitat and is dominated by
following vegetation.
Hedera nepalensis, Pinus wallichiana, Indigofera heterantha,
Parrotiopsis jacquemontiana, Prunus armeniaca, Themeda anathera, Prunus
persica, Aesculus indica.
Transect VIII. Lower Zahil (2km)
It is a coniferous type of habitat and is dominated by the following type
of vegetation.
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Parrotiopsis acquemotiana, Pinus walichiana, Juglans regia, Rosa
brunonii, Ulmus villosa, Poa pratensis, Hedera nepelensis, Sorbaria
tomentosa.
Transect IX. Shorabkol to Haider top (4km)
It is also a mixed forest type of habitat and is dominated by the
following type of vegetation.
Pinus wallichiana, Parrotiopsis jacquemontiana, Ulmus spp, Prunus
prostrata, Rosa webbiana, Acacia spp., Populus alba, Prunus avium.
Transect X. Muhurkhah (2km)
It is a riverine type habitat and is dominated by the following type of
vegetation.
Parrotiopsis jacquemontiana, Prunus prostrata, Prunus carasifela,
Salix alba, Quercus rober, Hedera nepalensis, Fraxinus hookerii, Morus alba,
Viola odorata.
Transect XI. Draphana to Pahlipora (3km)
It is riverine type of habitat and is dominated by the following type of
vegetation.
Pyrus malus, Prunus persica, Juglans regia, Parrotiopsis
jacquemontiana, Prunus prostrata, Hedera nepalensis, Jasmium officinale,
Ulmus spp., Rosa macrophylla.
Transect XII. Pahlipora to Waaskhar (7km)
It is also a riverine type of habitat and is dominated by the following
type of vegetation.
Hedera nepalensis, Dipsacus mitis, Lavatera kashmiriana, Themeda
anathera, Aesculus indica, Arctium lappa, Abies pindrow, Viburnum
grandiflorum.
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Transect XIII. Muniw to Muniw top (3km)
Its a grassland type of habitat and is dominated by following vegetation.
Themeda anathera, Dipsacus mitis, Indigofera heletrantha, Iris sp.,
Fragaria nubicola, Rosa macrophylla, Trifollum spp., Bromus japonicas.
Transect XIV. Kavnar to Kavnar top (3km)
It is a coniferous forest type of habitat and is dominated by following
vegetation.
Pinus wallichiana, Pinus excels, Prunus prostrata, Parrotiopsis
jacquemontiana, Hedera nepalensis, Viburnum grandiflorum, Lonicera
quinquelocularis, Clematis sp., Celtis australis.
Transect XV. Waskhar to Dagwan (8km)
It is mixed forest type of habitat and is dominated by following
vegetation.
Themeda anathera, Fraxinus hookeri, Prunus prostrata, Dipsacus mitis,
Viburnum grandiflorum, Morus alba, Quercus rober, Rubus futicosus,
Parrotiopsis jacquemontiana, Berberis sp., Mentha longifolia.
Investigations were conducted for a period of one year from October
2010 to September 2011 covering all the seasons i.e. spring (March-May),
summer (June-August), autumn (September-November), and winter
(December-February). Bird study was carried out by visual sighting method
used by Shah (1984), line transect method (Bhat and Joshi, 2011) and point
count method (Bibby, 2000). Another important aspect kept in consideration
was the activity of birds. Since the peak activity in most of the birds lasts 1 or 2
hours after sunrise or before sunset, so monitoring of transects was done either
in early morning or late evening hours as used by Thakur, 2010.
Birds were observed with the aid of 10 x 50 super Zenith field
binoculars. Photographs were taken by Canon still camera (with a zoom lens of
70mm to 300mm). Field identifications were carried out with the help of
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various field guides (Ali, 1990, Grimmet et al., 2004). Seasonal distribution,
different habitat types, and residential status of the birds has been worked out
and different categories like, resident, local altitudinal migrant, summer visitor
and winter visitor have been assigned strictly with reference to the study area
on the basis of presence or absence method. Bird species were ranked into
following categories (McKinnon and Phillips,1993): very common (VC) -
sighted more than ten times, common (C) - sighted seven to nine times,
uncommon (UC) - sighted three to six times and occasional (OC)- sighted once
or twice.
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Fig. 4.1: Map showing the transects of Dachigam National Park
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A. SPECIES COMPOSITION
1. Little egret
Egretta garzetta
Status: – Resident
Abundance: - Very common
Field identification: - Its a lanky snow white marsh bird with slender dagger
like black bill, legs are black with yellow feet. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - This bird is found near streams, rivers, lakes and marshlands. Built
nest in trees close to human settlements through the valley. In Dachigam the
bird was sighted commonly all along the Dugwan stream and ditches mostly in
lower Dachigam area. Prefers riverine habitat. (Plate 1a)
2. Gray heron
Ardea cinerea
Local name: - Brag
Status: – Resident
Abundance: – Very common
Field identification: - An ash grey bird; standing about 3ft in height with long
slender S- shaped neck and a pointed dagger like bill; legs are long; bird is
build stork like with elongated white feathers on the breast having some black
streaks. It is a wading bird.
Habitat: - Mostly seen standing on fields, rocks near the edges of water. They
were seen more in numbers on the trees in the periphery of Trout Fish Farm,
Laribal and all along the Dugwan stream flowing through the park. (Plate 1b)
3. Indian pond heron
Ardeola grayii
Local name: - Broku
Status: – Resident
Abundance: - Very common
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Field identification: - An egret like marsh bird chiefly earthy brown when at
rest, but with the glistening white wings, tail and rump flashing into
prominence immediately it flies. Acquires maroon hair like plumes on the back
in breeding season; a long crest of 3 or 4 narrow white feathers springs from
the head. Bill is brownish yellow with black tips. Legs are dull green. Sexes
alike.
Habitat: - It is found wherever there is water, river, stream, jheel, roadside
ditch, etc. Its normal method of feeding is to stand hunched up at the water’s
edge watching patiently for movement and jabbing at the quarry when
opportunity offers. Makes nest on trees shared with other egrets. Prefers
riverine habitat. (Plate 1c)
4. Common buzzard
Buteo buteo
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon
Field Identification: - It’s a medium sized raptor. Broad winged raptor having
brownish plumage with a pale necklace of feathers.
Habitat: - Common buzzard breeds in forests usually on the fringes, but
favours hunting over open land. Eats small mammals, crows, snakes, pheasants
etc. It is found between 3000 to 4000 m. (Plate 2a)
5. Himalayan griffon
Gyps himalayensis
Local name: - Grad
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - A huge Khaki vulture with short square- tail and broad –
ended wings whose turned–up primaries are in flight separated like the fingers
of hand. A carrion feeder.
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Habitat: - It was seen at higher elevations in Dachigam National Park. Prefers
mixed forests. Also sighted near mountain cliffs. (Plate 2b)
6. Black kite
Milvus migrans
Local name: - Gaunt
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common
Field Identification: - upper plumage is brown; outer flight feathers black; tail
is deeply forked particularly conspicuous in flight; chin and throat are whitish
brown and the rest of the lower plumage pale brown; bill is horny black with
yellowish core and gape. Legs are yellowish. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - This bird was confined to lower altitudes of Dachigam National
Park and its adjoining villages. (Plate 2c)
7. Shikra
Accipiter badius
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon
Filed identification: - A lightly built hawk, ashy blue – grey above, white
below cross – barred with rusty brown. Female browner above, and larger. Tail
with broad blackish cross bands.
Habitat: - Usually avoids heavy forest. Fond of groves of large trees. Usually
flies close to the ground. Makes nest in the form of an untidy loose platform of
twigs, like a crow’s nest, lined with grass and roots, high up in the trees.
8. Hen harrier
Circus cyaneus
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon
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Field identification – Male is mainly grey above and white below except for
the upper breast, which is grey like the upperparts and the rump, which is
white; wings are grey with black wingtips. Female is brown above with white
upper tail coverts, under parts are buff streaked with brown color.
Habitat – it is a bird of open habitats, like grasslands, forest hills, mountainous
terrains, extensive agriculture etc. Found at an elevation of 4500m. Usually
nests in forests.
9. Eurasian sparrow hawk
Accipiter nisus
Local name: - Tsari Suh
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon.
Field identification: - This falcon has striking resemblance with cuckoos.
Upper parts are slate – grey, the breast lightly and closely barred with rust.
Long yellow legs, sharply hooked bill and piercing sharp eyes.
Habitat: - It prefers forests, mountain cliffs, vegetation near streams, pine trees
etc. Breeds usually in pine woods.
10. Steppe eagle
Aquila nipalensis
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - This is a bird of prey; males smaller than females.
Brownish upper parts and blackish flight feathers and tail; pale throat.
Habitats: - Found usually in thick forests, mountainous terrains, close to
streams. Makes nest similar to crow’s nest.
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11. Crested serpent eagle
Spilornis cheela
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Occasional.
Field identification: - Broad rounded wings, broad white bands across wings
and tail; hooded appearance at rest, with yellow cere and lores and white
spotting on brown underparts.
Habitat: - Usually prefers thick forests, and mountainous terrains. Prefers
vegetation on low hills as well.
12. Chukar
Alectoris chukar
Local name: - Kaku
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common
Field identification- Plum ashen – grey partridge with a conspicuous black
ring encircling the face and throat, and a double row of black, chestnut and
grey bars on the flanks. Bills and legs red.
Habitat – Found in open rocky or grassy hills, dry terraced cultivation.
Particularly common on the barer rocky hills, open mountainous terrains. (Plate
3a).
13. Koklass pheasant
Pucrasia macrolopha
Local name: - Plas
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - Male has bottle green head and ear tufts, chestnut breast
and streaked appearance to body. Female has white throat, short buff ear tufts,
and streaked body. Both sexes have wedge shaped tail.
Chapter- 5 Results
25
Habitat: - Found in pine forests, broken ground with good cover amongst the
trees, either of rocks interspersed with scrub or of thicker bushes; avoid more
open plain slopes and flats.
14. Himalayan monal
Lophophorus impejanus
Local name: - Sunal
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - In males, white rump becomes conspicuous during
flight. Male s iridescent green, copper and purple, with white patch on back and
cinnamon – brown tail, and spatulate –tipped crest. Female has white throat,
short crest, boldly streaked underparts, white crescent on upper –tail coverts
and narrow white tip to tail.
Habitat: - During summers, this bird is found on rocky and grass covered
slopes and during winters remains mostly confined to forest (pine). Makes its
nest on steep ground in the shelter of a grass embedded rock, at the foot of a
tree or near a sheltering bush. (Plate 3b)
15. Common quail
Coturnix coturnix
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - Small rotund bird, essentially streaked brown with a
white eye strip and in male a white chin. Possess long wings.
Habitat: - These birds are mostly found in scrub, grassland and open forests.
Very difficult to see because it mostly remains hidden in vegetation.
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16. Blue rock pigeon
Columba livia
Local name: - Jungli Kotor
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - The bird is characterized by a bluish grey back, rump is
pale grey, and wings have dark bars. The bird has dark metallic reflections on
the breast and hind neck. Bill is black, however its base is swollen and grayish
white. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - This bird affects open country with cliffs and rocky hills. Prefers
lower areas of Dachigam and its adjoining villages.
17. Eurasian collard dove
Streptopelia decaocto
Local name: - Kukil
Status: - Resident.
Abundance: - Very common
Field identification: - A light grey bird with a semi circular black ring round
the back of neck; there is a white at the end of the tail. Bill is blackish brown.
Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Found in open forests and seen resting on Acacia sp.trees near
streams flowing through the park. Also inhabit vegetation of mountain cliffs of
hills. (Plate 3c)
18. Oriental turtle dove
Streptopelia orientalis
Local name: - Wan Kukil
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Very common.
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Field identification: - Large reddish brown dove. It has a scaly pattern above.
The feathers of the wing-coverts are blackish- brown. The dark brown, almost
black, tail is graduated and each feather boldly tipped with white. Sexes alike.
Habitat: - Usually found in lower Dachigam national park and occasionally
sighted between 3500m to 4000m. (Plate 4a)
19. Rose ringed parakeet
Psittacula krameri
Local name: - Shoga
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common
Filed identification: - A grass-green parakeet with a typical short, massive,
deeply hooked red bill and a rose –colored collar around the neck. Female lacks
this collar.
Habitat: - Found near fields; prefers broad leafed vegetation and dense forests.
(Plate 4b)
20. Slaty headed parakeet
Psittacula himalayana
Local name: - Tota
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common
Field Identification: - A bright green bird with a slaty head and a yellow to
long and blue narrow tail; male has red shoulder patches with red and yellow
deep forced bill. Red shoulder patch is lacking in female.
Habitat: - Forests and well woody plants. Prefers broad leafed vegetation.
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21. Indian Cuckoo
Cuculus canorus
Local name: - Hor Kuk, Shah Kuk
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - Dark ash grey above; sides of neck and breast are paler
ashy; lower parts are white narrowly barred with blackish; tail is long, slightly
graduated and narrowly tipped white. In flight, cuckoo is very hawk-like but
the head is held high with back hollowed giving the bird a slightly arced
appearance.
Habitat: - Prefers dense forests. Also seen resting on trees close to the fields.
22. Lesser cuckoo
Cuculus poliocephalus
Status: - Summer visitor.
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - In appearance this bird is a miniature to the Himalayan
cuckoo i.e. 2/3rd of its size; indistinctly barred on crown and nape. Females are
much brighter and brown colored while as males have grayish tinge instead of
brown.
Habitat: - Prefers woody and dense forests. Common in the lower mixed
forests and on the fringes of the heavier pine woods. (Plate 5a)
23. Asian koel
Eudynamys scolopacea
Local name: - Koel
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - Male glistening black, with yellowish green bill and
crimson eyes. Female brown, profusely spotted and barred with white.
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Habitat: - This bird prefers mixed forest habitat of the park. Feeds on fruits
and berries. Shows brood parasitism.
24. Barn owl
Tyto albo
Local name: - Rata mogul
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon
Field identification: - The bird is slim, light brown in colour with snowy –
white underside. The head seems much larger for the body and the white heart
shaped face is unique.
Habitat: - Purely nocturnal preferring tree hollows in lower Dachigam.
25. Common swift
Apus apus
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Very common
Field identification: - Medium sized bird; entirely blackish-brown except for a
small white or grey patch on their chins. They have short forked tail and very
long swept-back wings. Sexes are similar.
Habitat: - It is found at an elevation of 1500m to 3300m above sea level. It
prefers dense forests and pine.
26. Common kingfisher
Alcedo atthis
Local name: - Kola Toonch
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
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Field identification: - A small kingfisher with upper plumage bright blue,
becoming greenish on the sides and wings. Under parts are deep rust colored;
tail is stumpy. Bill is long, straight and pointed. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Seen near aquatic habitats, sitting on the branches, keenly looking
towards water ready to jump to catch the prey. Prefer riverine habitat of
Dachigam National Park. (Plate 5b)
27. White throated kingfisher
Halcyon smyrinensis
Local name: - Bud Kola Toonch
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - A brilliant blue bird with deep chocolate brown head,
neck and underparts; chin, throat and breast, however are white. Bill is heavy,
red, long and pointed. A white patch on wings conspicuous during flight. Legs
are red. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Usually seen on tree branches either singly or in pairs around
aquatic habitats looking for its prey. More sightings at Laribal trout fish farm.
(Plate 5c).
28. Pied kingfisher
Ceryle rudis
Local name: - Hor Kola tonch, Safiad tont, Diddru
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Boldly patterned in black and white; stout and dagger
shaped bill. Female similar to male but with a single black gorget broken in the
middle as against two more or less complete ones in the male.
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Habitat: - In Dachigam national park, bird was sighted commonly all along the
Dugwan stream flowing through the park and ditches mostly in lower
Dachigam. (Plate 6a).
29. Crested kingfisher
Megaceryle lugubris
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon.
Field identification: - Much larger than pied kingfisher with evenly barred
wings and tail. Lacks supercilium and has spotted breast (sometimes mixed
with rufous).
Habitat: - This bird is seen near mountain ditches, streams and pools in foot
hills of Dachigam national park. This bird is seen at an elevation of 2700m to
3100m.
30. European bee eater
Merops apiaster
Local name: - Tuleri Kav, Roda bubru.
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Common.
Field Identification: - Yellow throat, black gorget, blue underparts, chestnut
crown and mantle, and golden yellow scapulars Bill is black and legs brown.
Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forest habitat of the park. From its perch, it flies up
into air every now and then to catch insects mostly bees.
31. Common hoopoe
Upupa epops
Local name: - Satut
Status: - Summer visitor
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Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Identified by its long curved bill, fan like crest; barred
black and white wings and tail on an otherwise faun body. Legs are slaty
brown. Other distinctive character is its loud hooting call – hud, hud, hud.
Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers open forests, plains and hills upto about 6000ft elevation.
This bird arrives here in the month of April and leave by the end of August.
(Plate 6b)
32. European roller
Coracias garrulus
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Occasional.
Field Identification: - Turquoise head and undeparts, rufous – cinnamon
mantle. Has black feathers and tail corners. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forest and peripheral cultivated areas of the park.
Seen mostly on many vantage points like electric cables, telegraphic wires in
fields near Mawus stream. Preys upon insects. Makes nest in tree holes.
33. Brown fronted woodpecker
Dendrocopos auriceps
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification – Brownish forehead and fore crown, yellowish central
crown, white barred upperparts, prominent black moustachial stripe, well-
defined blackish streaking on under parts, pink undertail coverts, and unbarred
central tail feathers.
Habitat: - Prefers coniferous forests, vegetation of hills, mountain cliffs, broad
leafed forests etc. This bird is found at an elevation of 1100 to 2500m. Feeds
on insects and larvae by striking on stems and branches. (Plate 6c)
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34. Himalayan woodpecker
Dendrocopos himalayensis
Local name: - Makots
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - A medium sized black and white bird an undulating
flight. Upper black plumage with a white patch on each shoulder and crimson
chest are diagnostic; clambers up and the tree trunks always keeping the body
upright by using stiff tail feathers as a support.
Habitat: - Prefers pine forests and dry broad leafed vegetation. This bird is
found at an elevation of 2000m to 3050m. (Plate 7a)
35. Rufous bellied woodpecker
Dendrocopos hyperthrus
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Medium sized bird; upper black plumage lacks white
patch. Whitish face and rufous underparts.
Habitat: - It is found at an elevation of 2100m to 2400m. Prefers shrubs in
close proximity with rosaceous plants. Also seen in pine forests.
37. Scally bellied woodpecker
Picus squamatus
Local name: - Koel Makots
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - A typical woodpecker with a stout chisel shaped bill and
stiff pointed wedge shaped tail. In male the crest and top of head are bright
crimson. In females, crest is black. The under parts except for the grey throat
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and breast are whitish, each feather edged with black, which gives the plumage
its characteristic scaly appearance.
Habitat: - It is found at an elevation of 1850 to 3700m. Prefers pine forests,
scrubs and open countries. (Plate 7b)
37. Grey headed woodpecker
Picus canus
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification – Green upper parts, pale grey underparts and a yellow
rump. Grey head with black moustache; male has red crown, slimmer bill and
slightly rounder head.
Habitat: - Usually found at an attitude of 2000m. Prefers broad leafed
vegetation and pine forests.
38. Black rumped flame back
Dinopium benghalense
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon.
Field identification: - Golden yellow wing coverts, rump black. Underparts
white with dark chevron markings. Black throat finely marked with white.
Head is whitish with a black nape and throat and grayish eye patch. Adult male
has a red crown and crest. Females have a black nape and forecrown spotted
with white.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests of the park and also sighted in the peripheral
areas of Dachigam near agricultural fields.
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39. Common swallow
Hirundo rustica
Local name: - Katij
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Very common
Field identification: - Upper plumage deep blue with reddish brown forehead;
chin and throat reddish brown; underparts are pale rufous; there is a broad
black pectoral band; tail is deeply forked; wings are pointed. Bill as well as
legs are black. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers riverine habitats of the park. The bird was recorded upto an
elevation of 3200m. (Plate 7c).
40. White wagtail
Motacilla alba
Local name: - Dobbai
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - Adult is identified by its black cap bib and central tail
feathers. Face, wing patch and outer tail feathers are white. Bird constantly
wags its tail up and down. Bill as well as legs are black. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers open fields, streams, ponds etc. It is found at an elevation of
1500m 10 5000m. (Plate 8a)
41. Yellow wagtail
Motacilla flava
Local name: - Leder dobbai
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common
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Field identification: - Male has olive green upperparts and yellow underparts.
Female is extremely variable but often some features of male. Slender bird with
characteristic long tail. Tail shows wagging movements.
Habitat: - This bird inhabits open country near water such as wet meadows. It
is found at an elevation of 3500 to 4500m.
42. Grey wagtail
Motacilla cinerea
Local name: - Khak dobbai
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - A slender blue grey bird with pale yellow under parts.
Male is identified by black chin, throat and breast; under parts are pale yellow;
long and narrow tail is continuously waged up and down. Female is almost as
bright as male.
Habitat: - Prefers fast flowing streams during summers amidst mountains and
is seen near slow moving stream during winters. Found at an elevation of
1700m to 3900m. (Plate 8b)
43. Citrine wagtail
Motacilla citreola
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon.
Field identification: - A bright yellow and black slender bird. Male; head and
under parts are bright, lemmon yellow contrasting strongly with deep black of
the nape and back. Female whole underside yellowish.
Habitat: - Breeds in high altitudes with grasslands; winters at freshwater
wetlands. (Plate 8c)
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44. Tree pipit
Anthus trivialis
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Buffish brown to grayish ground color to upperparts
(lacking greenish olive cast), and buffish fringes to greater coverts, tertials and
secondaries.
Habitat: - Breeds on grassy slopes at tree line. Winters in fallow cultivation
and open country. Found in close proximity to fields, scattered forests. Found
at an elevation of 2700m to 4200m.
45. Long tailed minivet
Pericrocotus ethologus
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - Adult male glistening black and orange – red to deep
scarlet. Female is olive yellow above and grey. This bird is smaller than scarlet
minvet and also has more black in the tail and red extending down along outer
webs of secondaries.
Habitat – Prefers dense forests, groves and light deciduous forests. (Plate
9a,9b)
46. Scarlet minivet
Percicrocrotus flammeus
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Uncommon.
Field identification: - Males are scarlet to orange with black upper parts, the
females are usually yellow with grayish olive upper parts.
Habitat: - Prefers broad leafed vegetation and evergreen forests.
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47. Himalayan bulbul
Pycnonotus leucogenys
Local name: - Bilbichur
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Earth brown bulbul with black head, glistening white
cheeks and sulphur yellow under root of tail. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests of Dachigam. (Plate 9c)
48. Black bulbul
Hypsipetes leucocephalus
Local name: - Kruhun bulbul
Status: - Local altitudinal migrant
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - A slaty grey, black –crested bulbul with slightly forked
tail and bright red bill and legs. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers evergreen and moist deciduous forests, hill station gardens
etc. Shows local altitudinal migration. (Plate 10a)
49. Long tailed shrike
Lanius schach
Local name: - Her waatij
Status: - Local altitudinal migrant
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Forehead and a band through the eyes black. Head grey.
Lower back and rump bright rufous. Underparts washed with rufous. Typical
stout hooked bill. Sexes alike.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests of the park. Shows altitudinal migration. In
summers, it is found at an elevation of 3000m and during winters it descends
down to 2200m in the park. (Plate 10b)
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50. Dark throated thrush
Turdus ruficollis
Status: - Winter migrant
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - Large thrush with plain grey back and reddish
underwings. Adult male has a black reddish throat. Females lack bib and have
black streaked underparts.
Habitat: - Prefers forests and forest lines in the park. Also sighted in the
peripheral areas of Dachigam near agricultural fields.
51. Tickell’s thrush
Turdus unicolor
Local name: - Kastur
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - An ashen grey bird, paler below, in females throat is
almost white, bordered by black stripes and possess row of spots forming an
inconspicuous gorget across upper breast.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests and broad leaved vegetation. Found at an
elevation of 1200 to 2200m. (Plate 10c)
52. Mistle thrush
Turdus viscivorus
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Sexes are similar with plain grayish brown backs and
neatly round – spotted underparts. Breast is buff.
Habitat: - Prefers bushes, open forests and forest line. In summers it prefers
dense forests. During winters it is found at an elevation of 1200m.
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53. Scaly thrush
Zoothera dauma
Local name: - Wan kastur
Status: - Local altitudinal migrant
Abundance: - Uncommon.
Field identification: - Sexes are similar with black scalling on a paler white or
yellowish back ground. Most striking identification feature in flight is the black
band on the white underwings.
Habitat: - This bird prefers densely covered forests where bushes are in
abundance. Some sightings were also recorded near springs. Shows altitudinal
migration.
54. Grey winged black bird
Turdus boulboul
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Male has black plumage on head, neck, back and top of
underparts. Lower underparts are black with weak grayish scaled effect.
Upperwing shows conspicuous grayish – white panel. Wing coverts have
whitish tips. Bill yellow, legs and feet are yellowish brown. Female is very
different with pale yellow brown plumage. Wing coverts are brown with broad
buffy white tips. Back is slightly darker with buff-tipped feathers, involving
weak scaled effect.
Habitat: - Prefers evergreen forests, dry scrubs, bush jungle, open forest
clearings and forest edges.
55. Spotted forktail
Enicurus maculatus
Local name: - Shakol Lot
Status: - Local altitudinal migrant.
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Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - A bird of contrasting black and white plumage with
upper parts spotted and barred; lower part are pure white. Tail is long and
forked drooping slightly at the end; two parts of the tail are often spread wide
apart; legs and feet are white; forehead is white with erectile feathers.
Habitat: - This bird was sighted commonly all along the Dugwan stream
flowing through the park. Found at an elevation of 1000m to 3000m. (Plate
11a)
56. Little forktail
Enicurus scouleri
Status: - Local altitudinal migrant.
Abundance: - Common
Field identification: - Smaller than spotted forktail. Patterned in black and
white like spotted forktail, it is not only smaller but also a shorter tail.
Habitat: - During winters, it prefers slow moving streams and in summers it is
seen near fast moving streams and springs in the park. (Plate 11b)
57. Common stone chat
Saxicola torquata
Local name: - Dofa Tiriv
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Male is largely black above with a conspicuous white
collar and white patches on the wings. It has a pale rufous breast. The female is
sober brownish bird with no descriptive coloration.
Habitat: - Prefers bushes, open forests, fields, fallow lands etc. (Plate 11c)
Chapter- 5 Results
42
58. Grey bushchat
Saxicola ferrea
Local name: - Dof Tiriv
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Male has a shrike like appearance with long tail and
head and wing markings. Female is an inconspicuous bird with little distinctive
about her.
Habitat: - Prefers wood vegetation, forest edges and shrubs. Makes its nest
among bushes. (Plate 12a)
59. Orange flanked bush robin
Tasiger cyanurus
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Both sexes have a blue tail and rump, and orange red
flanks; white throat and grayish white underparts; small thin black bill and
slender black legs. The adult male additionally has dark blue upperparts while
females are plain brown above apart from the blue rump and tail and have a
dusty breast.
Habitat: - Prefers the ground vegetation of forests, bushes, shrubs and forest
edges. (Plate 12b)
60. White capped water redstart
Chaimarrornis leucocephalus
Local name: - Chets Tal, Kumidi (Kolahoi)
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Black foreparts relieved by the glistening white cap in
conjunction with the fiery back and tail which is terminated by a black band.
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Habitat: - Sighted all along the Dugwan stream flowing through the park.
(Plate 12c)
61. Plumbeous water redstart
Rhyacornis fullginosus
Local name: - Kola tiriv
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Male is dark leaden- grey with a short tail of dull
chestnut; the female much lighter in tone having a white tail with a dark brown
wedge running into it.
Habitat: - Sighted all along the Dugwan stream flowing through the park.
(Plate 13a, 13b)
62. Blue whistling thrush
Myophonus caeruleus
Local name: - Hazar dastan, Kav Kuner
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - A deep blue black bird; the silver tips of feathers about
head and shoulders are visible only at close range; legs are long an black; bill is
stout and yellow. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers vegetation near the streams and springs in the park. Dense
forests are the ideal habitat for this beautiful bird. (Plate 13c)
63. Variegated laughing thrush
Garrulax variegatus
Status: - Local altitudinal migrant.
Abundance: - Very common.
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Field identification: - Grey or olive with black patches on grayish wings.
Black patches around eye and on throat. White strips on the tip of long tail.
Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers forest undergrowth and flowered bushes. (Plate 14a)
64. Streaked laughing thrush
Garrulax lineatus
Local name: - Sheen-e-pipin
Status: - Local altitudinal migrant.
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Head and back are olivaceous ashy; wings are chestnut;
ear coverts rufescent, lighter and more ashy on chin and throat; tail rounded
with pale tip of feathers. (Plate 14b)
Habitat: - Prefers those areas of mountains which are densely occupied by
bushes. Shows altitudinal migration. During simmers, it is found at an elevation
of 2100 to 3000m and in winters it descends downwards to 1000m.
65. Kashmir flycatcher
Ficedula subrubra
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Occasional.
Field identification: - Male has a grey- brown back with an orange-red throat,
breast and flanks, bordered with black on the throat and breast. Females have
slightly browner upperparts and the red of the underparts may be reduced to
just a pinkish wash.
Habitat: - Prefers broad leafed deciduous vegetation with dense undergrowth.
It is found at an elevation of 1800m to 2700m.
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66. Ultramarine flycatcher
Ficedula superciliaris
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Male deep blue above, sides of head and neck are deep
blue and a prominent white patch runs from centre of throat, through breast to
belly. Female is brownish colored with a white patch on throat.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed and coniferous forests of Dachigam National Park.
(Plate 14c)
67. Verditer flycatcher
Eumyias thalassina
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Common.
Filed identification: - Male has been blue green plumage while as female is
duller and greyer. Males have black eye- patch and grey vent.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests. Makes agile aerial sallies after dipterous
insects and captures them in mid air in the typical flycatcher manner.
68. White tailed ruby throat
Luscinia pectoralis
Local name: - Yaquat Hot
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Male is brownish slaty above with a white forehead.
Wings are brown; tail is blackish brown with white base and tips. Chin and
throat are scarlet. Female is grey brown with white-eye ring. Tail is blackish
brown with whitish tips. Breast is smoky grey. Abdomen with white down
feathers.
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Habitat: - Prefers open woodland and scrub. They usually are seen running
about between the bushes and rocks.
69. Brownish flanked bush warbler
Cettia fortipes
Local name: - Dota pich
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - The brownish flanked bush warbler is a small bird,
uniformly brownish above with a whitish supercilium and light yellowish-
brown below, paler on the centre of the throat and belly. Bill is brownish gray
with pinkish base; legs are pinkish brown. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - This bird frequents dense under growth, grassy edges of clearing in
forests, thickets on hillsides and bush covered ravines. (Plate 15a)
70. Greenish warbler
Phylloscopus trochiloides
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Typical leaf warbler in appearance, grayish-green above
and off white below. Bill is thin without a dark tip to the lower mandible.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests with dense undergrowth and mountain cliffs.
(Plate 15b)
71. Tickell’s leaf warbler
Phylloscopus affinis
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - This bird has a yellowish underside and supercilium;
Green – brownish above. Bill is brownish grey. Sexes are alike.
Chapter- 5 Results
47
Habitat: - Prefers dense undergrowth of forests and forest edges. It is very
difficult to locate the bird as it always hides itself among the dense bushes.
72. Grey hooded warbler
Seicercus xanthoschistos
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon throughout the year.
Field identification: - Whitish supercilium, grey crown with pale central
stripe, yellow underparts and no wing-bars.
Habitat: - Prefers secondary growth of forests and dense bushes.
73. Lemon rumped warbler
Phylloscopus chloronotus
Local name: - Viriv Tiriv.
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - A small leaf warbler with a whitish crown stripe on an
olive brown crown; buffy supercilium; dark eye-stripe hooked downwards at
the rear. It has pale yellow rump and two pale wing bars.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests, scrub and broad leaf forests.
74. Large billed leaf warbler
Phylloscopus megnirostris
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Larger in size, grayish green upperparts and grayish
white underparts. Larger bill which is dense brown in color. White stripe over
eyes well prominent. Sexes are alike
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests of the park. (Plate 15c)
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75. Blyth’s leaf warbler
Phylloscopus reguloides
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Crown stripe, yellowish on underparts and broad wing
bars with dark panel across greater coverts.
Habitat: - Prefers broadleaf vegetation, bushes and open forests.
76. Great tit
Parus major
Local name: - Ranga Tsar
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - A grey colored sparrow like bird; cheeks and wing bars
are white, throat and head are black; there is a broad black line all the way from
breast to abdomen. Bill is Black and legs are slaty grey. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - This bird frequents well wooded localities, open forests, broadleaf
forests and gardens. (Plate 16a)
77. Spot winged tit
Parus melanolophus
Local name: - Tajdar Tsar
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Smaller in size; possesses a double row of spots on the
wing coverts. Upper parts are darker.
Habitat: - Prefers broadleaf vegetation, dense forests, mixed forests and open
wooded glades. (Plate 16b)
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78. Green backed tit
Parus monticolus
Local name: - Rang Tsar
Status: - Local attitudinal migrant
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - State of the back is green and underparts are bright
yellow. Immature tit has yellowish underparts but not the green back. Possess
prominent doubles wingbars.
Habitat: - This tit is a local migrant, moving into the lower foothills in winter.
Prefers dense forests. In summers, it is found at an elevation of 1600 to 2700m
and in winters it descends downwards. (Plate 16c)
79. Bar tailed tree creeper
Certhia himalayana
Local name: - Koel dider
Status: - Local altitudinal migrant
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - A slender little bird; upper plumage mottled dark
brown; tail with narrow blackish bars; bill is long and curved.
Habitat: - It is found at an elevation of 2400m during summers but descends
down upto 1700m during winters. Prefers dense forests and well wooded areas
in the park.
80. Winter wren
Troglodytes troglodytes
Status: - Local altitudinal migrant
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - The bird can be identified by its small size with a small
tail; bobbing action and dark brown barring on the belly.
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Habitat: - It is found at an elevation of 2400 to 3900m during summers and it
descends downwards to an elevation of 1700m in winters. Prefers mixed forests
and riverine vegetation. (Plate 17a)
81. Oriental white eye
Zosterops palpebrosus
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - A tiny, square tailed greenish yellow and bright bird
with a conspicuous white ring round eye and slender, pointed, slightly curved
bill. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests and forest edges. (Plate 17b)
82. Rock bunting
Emberiza cia
Local name: - Wan Tsar
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Male has chestnut upperparts, unmarked deep buff
underparts and a pale grey head marked with black striping. Female is a
washed out version of the male with paler underparts, a grey brown back and a
less contrasted head.
Habitat: - Prefers grasslands, dry rocky mountainous areas. (Plate 17c)
83. Plain mountain finch
Leucosticte nemoricola
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon.
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Field identification: - This bird possesses boldly streaked mantle with pale
braces and distinct patterning on wing coverts; well defined wing bars. Sexes
are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers alpine slopes and open forests. (Plate 18a)
84. Common rosefinch
Carpodacus erythrinus
Local name: - Gulab Tsar
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Compact, with short, stout bill. Male has red head,
breast and rump. Female has streaked upperparts and double wing bar.
Habitat: - Prefer mixed forests of Dachigam national park. Mostly sighted near
shrubberies and bush covered slopes.
85. Black and yellow grosbeak
Mycerobas icterioides
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Male usually lacks orange cast to mantle and rump;
black of plumage duller on collard, and has black thighs. Female has pale grey
head, mantle and breast and patchy orange rump and belly.
Habitat: - Found mixed forests and coniferous forests of the park. (Plate 18b)
86. Chest nut eared bunting
Emberiza fucata
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Adult has chestnut ear- coverts, black breast streaking
and usually some chestnut on breast sides. Males possess rufous patch on the
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shoulders and rump is also rufous. Female are similar to males but duller with
less distinct head and breast pattern.
Habitat: - Preferred habitats include scrubs, grasslands, dry rocky and bushy
hills. (Plate 18c)
87. European gold finch
Carduelis carduelis
Local name: - Sera/Sehara
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Adults possess red face and black and yellow wings
with white tertial marking. Underparts are buff and patches are well distinct on
the breast. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefer mixed forests. Frequently sighted near shrubberies. (Plate
19a)
88. Orange bullfinch
Pyrrhula aurantiaca
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon.
Field identification: - Male has orange head and body and orange buff wing
bars. Female has grey crown and nape.
Habitat: - These birds prefer open coniferous and mixed forests. (Plate 19b)
89. Russet sparrow
Passer rutilans
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Male lacks black cheek patch; has bright chestnut
mantle, and yellowish wash to underparts. Female has prominent supercilium
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and dark eye-strip; rufous brown scapulars and rump and yellowish wash to
underparts.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests and forest edges. (Plate 20a)
90. Common sparrow
Passer domesticus
Local name: - Male – Kantur; Female- Tsar
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Male is recognized by its black bib and bill; cheeks are
white; top of head and upper back are grey, greater of the remainder of the
plumage is chestnut streaked with blackish; underparts are paler. Female has
buffish supercilium and unstreaked grayish – white underparts.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests and also seen in agricultural fields in the close
vicinity of Dachigam National Park.
91. Black accentor
Prunella atrogularis
Status: - Winter visitor
Abundance: - Uncommon.
Field identification: - Possesses streaked dark brown back; have a black
crown, face patch and throat and a white supercilium. Breast orange; belly
white with orange stripes. Sexes are alike
Habitat: - Prefers high altitude slopes, scrub, and bushes.
92. Altai accentor
Prunella himalayana
Status: - Winter visitor
Abundance: - Uncommon.
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Field identification: - White throat with black gorget and spotting in malar
region, white underparts, with rufous mottling on breast and flanks. Sexes are
alike.
Habitat: - Prefers grassy and stony slopes.
93. Common myna
Acridotheres tristis
Local name: - Hor
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Rich brown plumage; a white patch in wings
conspicuous in flight; darker tail feathers have white tips, bills and legs are
yellow; bare yellow skin beneath and behind the eye. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers lower Dachigam and also seen near human habitations and
agricultural fields in the close vicinity of the park.
94. Jungle myna
Acridotheres fuscus
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - More grayish brown overall; similar white wing
patches; conspicuous in flight. Absence of bare bright yellow skin round eyes
and a bushy upstanding tuft of feathers on forehead. Sexes are alike.
Habitat – Prefers mixed forests of the park.
95. Common starling
Sturnus vulgaris
Local name: - Tsinihangur
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Very common.
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Field identification: - An iridescent black bird closely spotted with buffy
white over greater part of the body. Tail is short; wings appear brown during
flight; yellow bill is diagnostic; legs and feet are reddish brown. Female is
slightly duller than male.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed and riverine habitats of lower Dachigam. (Plate 20b)
96. Ashy drongo
Dicrurus leucophaeus
Local name: - Gunkots, Telakots
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Adult has dark grey underparts and slate grey upperparts
with blue-grey gloss; iris bright red. Forked tail.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed and coniferous forests in Dachigam. (Plate 20c)
97. Golden oriole
Oriolus oriolus
Local name: - Poshnul
Status: - Summer visitor
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Golden yellow bird with black in wings and tail and a
conspicuous black streak through the eye. Female is duller and greenish;
possesses an undulating flight as it flashes from one tree to the other.
Habitat: - Prefers dense forests and also sighted near agricultural fields in
close vicinity of the park. (Plate 21a, 21b)
98. Asian paradise flycatcher
Terpsiphone paradisi
Local name: - Ranga Bulbul
Status: - Summer visitor
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Abundance: - Very common.
Filed identification: - Male has a glossy blue black head, neck and throat; rest
of the plumage is white; two central tail feathers are greatly elongated. Female
is chestnut above; grayish white below; head and crest are black; central tail
feathers only slightly elongated.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests of the park. (Plate 21c)
99. Large billed crow
Corvus macrorhynchos
Local name: - Wan Kav
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Entirely black bird with considerable gloss. Legs are
black. Bill is heavy and black. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - This bird is seen at an elevation of 2400m. It prefers mixed forests
and open areas above forest line. (Plate 22a)
100. Yellow billed blue magpie
Urocissa flavirostris
Local name: - Lot raza, leteraz
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - A noisy blue-grey bird with an abnormally long and
highly graduated tail, of which each feather is tipped with white and has a sub-
terminal black band. Head and breast are black and there is a curious white
patch in the centre of the black nape. Sexes similar
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests, thick wooded vegetation and broadleaf
forests. (Plate 22b)
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101. Eurasian Jackdaw
Corvus monedula
Local name: - Kavin
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common
Field identification: - Smaller than the house crow; has a stumpy body and
distinct white iris; bill is short and nearly straight. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Prefers pine forests and mixed forests of the park. (Plate 22c)
102. Yellow billed chough
Pyrrhocorax graculus
Local name: - Wan Kavin
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Smaller bird; possesses much shorter yellow bill;
slender, all black. Legs and feet are reddish in color.
Habitat: - Prefers mountainous areas, high altitude elevations and grasslands.
Generally found at an elevation of 2500 to 3500m.
103. Red billed chough
Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax
Local name: - Wozij Tonti Kavin
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Slender; all black; vermilion-red bill is conspicuously
long and curved. Legs and feet are also of this bright hue.
Habitat: - Prefers open lands near in and above the tree line, high altitudes and
grasslands. (Plate 23a)
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104. White throated fantail
Rhipidura albicollis
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Cheery, restless smoke brown bird with conspicuous
white eyebrows, white spotted breast and flanks and whitish abdomen; perky
cocked and fanned-out tail with wings drooping on either side. Sexes similar.
Habitat: - Prefers mixed forests, shrubbery, and wooded vegetation.
105. Spotted nut cracker
Nucifraga caryocatactes
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - Chocolate brown bird heavily spotted with; size about
that of a house crow; larger bill and a slimmer looking head without any crest .
Wings and upper tail are virtually black with a greenish blue gloss. Sexes are
alike.
Habitat: - Prefers thick pine forests, mixed forests and often visits open areas
having walnut trees. (Plate 23b)
106. Brown dipper
Cinclus pallasii
Local name: - Dungal
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Uniform dark brown plump bird with short tail and
wings which flies up and down the side rivers and torrents close to the surface,
where it bobs and jerks itself from side to side, often running into the water and
even disappearing completely beneath the surface.
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Habitat: - This bird is found at an evaluation of 1700m to 3900m preferring
fast moving Dugwan stream. (Plate 23c)
107. White throated dipper
Cinclus cinclus
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Uncommon.
Field identification: - Rotund and short tailed bird; head is brown, the back
state –grey mottled with black, wings and tail are brown; throat and upper
breast are white followed by a band of warm chestnut which merger into black
on the belly and flanks. Bill black; legs brown. Sexes are similar.
Habitat: - Some sightings were recorded from the higher areas of Dachigam
national park at an elevation of 3000 to 4000m above sea level. This bird
prefers fast moving mountainous rocky streams.
108. Mallard duck
Anas platyrhynchos
Local name: - Thuj (female); Nilij (male)
Status: - Winter visitor
Abundance: -Very common.
Field identification: - Male identified with its white collar around the neck; it
has a grey back, ruddy breast, glistening dark green head and neck nicely
turned up quiff of stiff feathers in the tail; bill yellowish green; female is drab
mottled brown with orange legs and orange bill.
Habitat: - Recorded in the ditches and ponds formed by the Dugwan stream
flowing through the park. (Plate 24a)
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109. Northern pintail
Anas acuta
Local name: - Sukh pachan
Status: - Winter visitor
Abundance: - Very common.
Field identification: - Slim and agile bird with slender pointed wings; male
with sharp tail plumes, white under parts, dark head, pointed pin like feathers
projecting well beyond the tail. Female is pale mottled brown with an
elongated body; tail tapering without pins, speculum is metallic brown with a
wide rear border.
Habitat: - During winter months, some birds were reported from water
reservoir, Harwan near Dachigam National Park.
110. Common snipe
Gallinago gallinago
Local name: - Chah
Status: - Resident
Abundance: - Common.
Field identification: - A marsh bird; dark brown above, streaked with black,
rufous and biff; whitish below; has a long bill and pointed wings. The flight of
the bird is of strong zig zag pattern but only for short distance. Sexes are
similar.
Habitat: - Found in abundance around Mawus stream in Dachigam and its
adjacent paddy fields.
111. Common coot
Fulica atra
Local name: - Kolur
Status: - Winter visitor
Abundance: - Very common.
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Filed identification: - Bird is characterized by a plumage which is blackish
grey. Head and neck are somewhat darker, underparts are greyer. Bill is white.
Very duck like when swimming. Sexes are alike.
Habitat: - Recorded in the ditches and ponds formed by the Dugwan stream
flowing through the park. (Plate 24b)
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Table 5.1: Check list of birds recorded from Dachigam National Park
Taxon Status Abundance
Current status as per
IUCN, RED
DATA Book
Order: Ciconiiformes
Family: Ardeidae
1 Egretta garzetta
Little egret R VC Least Concern
2 Ardea cinerea
Gray heron R VC Least Concern
3 Ardeola grayii
Indian pond heron R VC Least Concern
Order: Falconiformes
Family: Accipitridae
4 Buteo buteo
Common buzzard
R UC Least Concern
5 Gyps himalayensis
Himalayan griffon
R C Least Concern
6 Milvus migrans
Black kite
R VC Least Concern
7 Accipiter badius
Shikra R UC Least Concern
8 Circus cyaneus
Hen harrier R UC Least Concern
9 Accipiter nisus
Eurasian sparrow hawk R UC Least Concern
10 Aquila nipalensis
Steppe eagle R C Least Concern
11 Spilornis cheela
Crested Serpent eagle
R OC Least Concern
Order: Galliformes
Family: Phasianidae
12 Alectoris chukar
Chukar
R VC Least Concern
13 Pucrasia macrolopha
Koklass pheasant R C Least Concern
14 Lophophorus impejanus
Himalayan monal R C Least Concern
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15 Coturnix coturnix
Common quail R C Least Concern
Order: Columbiformes
Family: Columbidae
16 Columba livia
Blue rock pigeon
R VC Least Concern
17 Streptopelia decaocto
Eurasian collared dove
SV VC Least Concern
18 Streptopelia orientalis
Oriental turtle dove R VC Least Concern
Order: Psittaciformes
Family: Psittacidae
19 Psittacula krameri
Rose ringed parakeet R VC Least Concern
20 Psittacula himalayana
Slaty headed parakeet
R C Least Concern
Order: Cuciliformes
Family: Cuculidae
21 Cuculus canorus
Indian cuckoo
SV C Least Concern
22 Cuculus poliocephalus
Lesser cuckoo
SV C Least Concern
23 Eudynamys scolopacea
Asian koel SV C Least Concern
Order: Strigiformes
Family: Strigidae
24 Tyto alba
Barn owl R UC Least Concern
Order: Apodiformes
Family:Apodidae
25 Apus apus
Common swift
SV VC Least Concern
Order: Coraciiformes
Family: Alcedinidae
26 Alcedo atthis
Common kingfisher
R C Least Concern
Family: Halcyonidae
27 Halcyon smyrinensis
White throated kingfisher
R C Least Concern
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Family: Cerylidae
28 Ceryle rudis
Pied kingfisher
R C Least Concern
29 Megaceryle lugubris
Crested kingfisher R UC Least Concern
Family: Meropidae
30 Merops apiaster
European bee eater
SV C Least Concern
Family; Upupidae
31 Upupa epops
Common hoopoe SV VC Least Concern
Family: Coraciidae
32 Coracias garrulus
Europian roller SV OC Near Threatened
Order: Piciformes
Family: Picidae
33 Dendrocopos auriceps
Brown fronted woodpecker R C Least Concern
34 Dendrocopos himalayensis
Himalayan woodpecker
R VC Least Concern
35 Dendrocopos hyperythrus
Rufous bellied woodpecker
R C Least Concern
36 Picus squamatus
Scaly bellied woodpecker
R C Least Concern
37 Picus canus
Grey headed woodpecker
R C Least Concern
38 Dinopium benghalense
Black rumped flame back
R UC Least Concern
Order: Passeriformes
Family: Hirundinidae
39 Hirundo rustica
Common swallow
SV VC Least Concern
Family: Motacillidae
40 Motacilla alba
White wagtail
R C Least Concern
41 Motacilla flava
Yellow wagtail
R C Least Concern
42 Motacilla cinerea
Grey wagtail
R C Least Concern
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43 Motacilla citreola
Citrene wagtail R UC Least Concern
44 Anthus trivialis
Tree pipit
R C Least Concern
Family: Campephagidae
45 Pericrocotus ethologus
Long tailed minivet SV C Least Concern
46 Pericrocrotus flammeus
Scarlet minivet SV UC Least Concern
Family: Pycnonotidae
47 Pycnonotus leucogenys
Himalayan bulbul R VC Least Concern
48 Hypsipetes leucocephalus
Black bulbul LAM VC Least Concern
Family: Laniidae
49 Lanius schach
Long tailed shrike
LAM VC Least Concern
Family: Muscicapidae
Subfamily: Turdinae
50 Turdus ruficollis
Dark throated thrush
WV C Least Concern
51 Turdus unicolor
Tickell’s thrush R VC Least Concern
52 Turdus viscivorus
Mistle thrush R C Least Concern
53 Zoothera dauma
Scaly thrush
LAM UC Least Concern
54 Turdus boulboul
Grey winged black bird
SV VC Least Concern
55 Enicurus maculatus
Spotted forktail
LAM VC Least Concern
56 Enicurus scouleri
Little forktail
LAM C Least Concern
57 Saxicola torquata
Common stone chat
R VC Least Concern
58 Saxicola ferrea
Grey bushat
R VC Least Concern
59 Tarsiger cyanurus
Orange flanked bush robin R C Least Concern
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60 Chaimarrornis
leucocephalus
White capped water redstart
R VC Least Concern
61 Rhyacornis fuliginosus
Plumbeous water red start
R VC Least Concern
62 Myophonus caeruleus
Blue whistling thrush
R VC Least Concern
63 Garrulax variegatus
Variegated laughing thrush
LAM VC Least Concern
64 Garrulax lineatus
Streaked laughing thrush LAM VC Least Concern
Subfamily: Muscicapinae
65 Ficedula subrubra
Kashmir flycatcher
SV OC Vulnerable
66 Ficedula superciliaris
Ultramarine flycatcher
R C Least Concern
67 Eumyias thalassina
Verditer flycatcher SV C Least Concern
68 Luscinia pectoralis
White tailed ruby throat SV C Least Concern
Subfamily: Sylviinae
69 Cettia fortipes
Brownish flanked bush
warbler
R C Least Concern
70 Phylloscopus trochiloides
Greenish warbler
SV VC Least Concern
71 Phylloscopus affinis
Tickell’s leaf warbler R VC Least Concern
72 Seicercus xanthoschistos
Grey hooded warbler R UC Least Concern
73 Phylloscopus chloronotus
Lemon rumped warbler R C Least Concern
74 Phylloscopus megnirostris
Large billed leaf warbler
R VC Least Concern
75 Phylloscopus reguloides
Blyth’s leaf warbler
R VC Least Concern
Family: Paridae
76 Parus major
Great tit R VC Least Concern
Chapter- 5 Results
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77 Parus melanolophus
Spot winged tit R VC Least Concern
78 Parus monticolus
Green backed tit
LAM VC Least Concern
Family: Certhiidae
79 Certhia himalayana
Bar tailed tree creeper LAM C Least Concern
80 Troglodytes troglodytes
Winter wren LAM C Least Concern
Family: Zosteropidae
81 Zosterops palpebrosus
Oriental white eye R C Least Concern
Family: Emberizidae
82 Emberiza cia
Rock bunting
R VC Least Concern
Family: Fringillidae
83 Leucosticte nemoricola
Plain mountain finch
R UC Least Concern
84 Carpodacus erythrinus
Common rosefinch
SV C Least Concern
85 Mycerobas icterioides
Black and yellow gross beak
R C Least Concern
86 Emberiza fucata
Chest nut eared bunting
R VC Least Concern
87 Carduelis carduelis
European gold finch
R C Least Concern
88 Pyrrhula aurantiaca
Orange bullfinch
R UC Least Concern
Family: Passeridae
89 Passer rutilans
Russet sparrow
R VC Least Concern
90 Passer domesticus
Common sparrow
R VC Least Concern
91 Prunella atrogularis
Black accentor
WV UC Least Concern
92 Prunella himalayana
Altai accentor WV UC Least Concern
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Family: Sturnidae
93 Acridotheres tristis
Common myna
R VC Least Concern
94 Acridotheres fuscus
Jungle myna
R C Least Concern
95 Sturnus vulgaris
Common starling
SV VC Least Concern
Family: Dicruridae
96 Dicrurus leucophaeus
Ashy drongo
SV VC Least Concern
Family: Oriolidae
97 Oriolus oriolus
Golden oriole
SV VC Least Concern
Family: Corvidae
98 Terpsiphone paradisi
Asian paradise flycatcher
SV VC Least Concern
99 Corvus macrorhynchos
Large billed crow
R VC Least Concern
100 Urocissa flavirostris
Yellow billed blue magpie
R VC Least Concern
101 Corvus monedula
Eurasian jackdaw
R VC Least Concern
102 Pyrrhocorax graculus
Yellow billed chough
R VC Least Concern
103 Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax
Red billed chough
R C Least Concern
104 Rhipidura albicollis
White throated fantail R C Least Concern
105 Nucifraga caryocatactes
Spotted nut cracker R C Least Concern
Family: Cincilidae
106 Cinclus pallasii
Brown dipper R VC Least Concern
107 Cinclus cinclus
White throated dipper
R UC Least Concern
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Order: Anseriformes
Family: Anatidae
108 Anas platyrhynchos
Mallard duck
WV VC Least Concern
109 Anas acuta
Northern pintail
WV VC Least Concern
Order: Charadriformes
Family: Rostratulidae
110 Gallinago gallinago
Common snipe R C Least Concern
Order: Gruiformes
Family: Rallidae
111 Fulica atra
Common coot WV VC Least Concern
Status: R=resident, SV= summer visitor, WV= winter visitor, LAM= local altitudinal migrant.
Abundance: VC-Very common: C- Common: UC-Uncommon: OC-Occasional.
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Table 5.2: Combined monthly population of various bird species recorded from
15 transects of Dachigam National Park.
S.No. Bird Jan Feb MarApr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
1 Little egret 16 15 11 16 16 15 16 11 16 16 13 13
2 Grey heron 4 5 3 11 12 11 12 10 8 6 8 8
3
Indian pond
heron 11 14 11 14 9 14 18 8 15 14 11 15
4 Buzzard 5 3 3 3 1 3 1 4 1 2 1 1
5
Himalayan
griffon 4 1 0 1 1 7 5 5 2 0 2 1
6 Black Kite 11 19 17 21 15 11 15 21 14 9 13 11
7 Shikra 5 1 0 4 3 3 1 3 0 0 1 0
8 Hen Harrier 0 1 1 3 1 3 0 0 1 0 1 0
9
Eurasian sparrow
Hawk 0 1 0 3 1 1 0 1 0 3 0 0
10 Steppe Eagle 0 2 1 7 2 1 1 2 0 0 1 0
11
Crested serpent
eagle 0 0 0 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 0 1
12 Chukar 6 8 8 13 10 9 6 5 2 5 2 4
13 Koklass 3 2 5 6 3 7 7 4 0 1 0 2
14 Monal 0 0 1 2 0 8 7 7 0 0 0 0
15 Common Quail 4 3 2 6 4 8 7 3 1 2 0 0
16 Rock Pigeon 32 22 17 27 22 31 21 17 20 23 20 23
17
Eurasian collared
dove 14 14 12 18 16 9 13 8 12 4 5 3
18
Oriental turtte
dove 0 0 0 0 17 26 46 37 0 0 0 0
19
Rose ringed
parakeet 11 9 14 11 18 11 9 6 9 6 4 3
20
Slaty headed
parakeet 4 0 6 8 7 6 7 9 7 1 0 0
21 Indian Cuckoo 0 0 0 6 8 8 9 9 0 0 0 0
22 Lesser Cuckoo 0 0 0 0 9 6 9 8 0 0 0 0
23 Asian koel 0 0 0 0 4 6 9 2 0 0 0 0
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24 Barn Owl 0 0 1 2 0 3 1 0 0 1 0 1
25 Common Swift 0 0 0 0 5 7 11 9 0 0 0 0
26
Common
kingfisher 4 2 5 6 9 8 2 4 6 3 1 2
27
White throated
Kingfisher 0 1 3 0 8 2 3 2 4 0 2 1
28 Pied Kingfisher 0 0 2 4 7 2 2 2 0 2 3 2
29
Crested
kingfisher 0 0 0 2 3 5 1 2 1 1 0 0
30
European bee
eater 0 0 0 0 4 7 2 8 0 0 0 0
31 Common hoopoe 0 0 0 6 11 14 8 12 0 0 0 0
32 European roller 0 0 0 2 1 2 3 1 0 0 0 0
33
Brown fronted
woodpecker 3 4 2 4 7 7 2 1 0 2 1 2
34
Himalayan
woodpecker 8 12 11 11 6 5 11 3 4 2 2 1
35
Rufous bellied
woodpecker 0 0 1 2 0 2 8 7 1 1 1 1
36
Scaly bellied
woodpecker 0 0 0 7 2 2 3 7 1 0 1 0
37
Grey headed
woodpecker 2 1 3 2 1 3 7 1 2 2 1 2
38
Black rumped
flame back 1 0 0 1 1 3 0 0 1 1 0 1
39 Common swallow 0 0 0 0 11 14 12 18 0 0 0 0
40 White wagtail 3 2 3 0 4 6 9 2 0 2 1 0
41 Yellow wagtail 1 2 4 4 7 6 4 4 3 2 1 2
42 Grey wagtail 3 1 4 1 0 1 9 0 4 0 2 1
43 Citrene wagtail 1 2 1 2 0 0 3 0 2 0 4 0
44 Tree pipit 2 2 0 0 2 2 8 2 2 9 0 0
45
Long tailed
minivet 0 0 0 2 3 8 2 7 0 0 0 0
46 Scarlet minivet 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 3 0 0 0 0
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47 Himalayan bulbul 20 28 25 40 41 44 36 24 22 28 27 30
48 Black bulbul 21 18 19 26 29 30 34 33 18 17 18 22
49 Long tailed shrike 4 3 2 7 7 8 11 4 4 7 0 4
50
Dark throated
thrush 8 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 2
51 Tickell's thrush 0 0 0 4 12 11 12 13 2 0 0 0
52 Mistle thrush 0 0 1 0 0 2 2 0 7 9 0 0
53 Scaly thrush 0 1 0 0 0 4 3 2 1 0 0 0
54
Grey winged
black bird 0 0 0 0 4 7 4 11 0 0 0 0
55 Spotted forktail 4 7 3 11 10 3 11 4 2 1 2 4
56 Little forktail 0 2 2 0 0 1 7 0 0 8 2 2
57
Common stone
chat 0 0 4 12 16 16 21 22 11 2 0 0
58 Grey bushchat 2 0 1 3 2 8 11 2 0 2 0 2
59
Orange flanked
bush robin 2 1 0 2 1 1 1 7 9 0 2 1
60
White capped
water redstart 8 9 2 12 21 8 7 13 4 13 7 11
61
Plumbeous water
start 2 6 4 4 6 8 10 4 4 3 2 3
62
Blue whistling
thrush 12 18 13 8 12 12 14 16 8 11 4 11
63
Variegated
laughing thrush 12 23 22 21 29 12 15 18 19 20 31 21
64
Streaked laughing
thrush 24 26 22 14 16 4 4 6 4 21 22 29
65
Kashmir
flycatcher 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0
66
Ultramarine
flycatcher 0 0 0 2 4 7 2 2 1 1 0 0
67
Verditer
flycatcher 0 0 0 6 0 9 8 0 0 0 0 0
68 White tailed ruby 0 0 0 0 2 1 2 3 0 0 0 0
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throat
69
Brownish flanked
bush warbler 0 0 0 2 4 7 2 2 1 0 0 0
70 Greenish warbler 0 0 0 4 18 21 20 0 0 0 0 0
71
Tickell's leaf
warbler 0 0 2 4 11 12 11 20 4 2 0 0
72
Grey hooded
warbler 0 0 0 1 2 3 1 1 2 0 2 0
73
Lemon rumped
warbler 0 0 1 2 4 7 8 2 4 0 0 0
74
Large billed leaf
warbler 0 0 0 3 4 0 7 6 11 2 0 0
75
Blyth's leaf
warbler 0 0 0 0 4 11 6 12 3 2 0 0
76 Great tit 12 21 16 24 29 30 36 34 21 29 28 19
77 Spot winged tit 4 2 8 4 11 4 3 4 0 4 6 11
78 Green backed tit 12 17 14 7 11 16 19 7 9 4 11 20
79
Bar tailed tree
creeper 2 2 0 0 7 0 1 0 8 0 4 2
80 Winter wren 8 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 4 1
81 orental white eye 0 0 2 6 8 4 6 9 5 0 0 0
82 Rock bunting 0 0 4 11 14 18 9 11 4 0 2 0
83
Plain mountain
finch 0 1 0 0 2 1 3 0 0 2 0 0
84
Common
rosefinch 0 0 0 2 7 2 8 0 4 0 0 0
85
Black and yellow
gross beak 4 2 0 0 4 2 0 8 0 0 4 2
86
Chestnut eared
bunting 0 0 4 14 21 20 11 22 6 0 2 0
87
European gold
finch 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 8 1 0 0 0
88 Orange bullfinch 0 0 0 4 1 4 0 3 1 0 0 0
89 Russet sparrow 4 6 7 11 20 14 11 10 4 2 9 0
Chapter- 5 Results
74
90 Common sparrow 11 22 24 20 22 21 27 28 30 14 17 19
91 Black accentor 3 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2
92 Altai accentor 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 1
93 Common myna 12 16 17 20 12 18 24 20 19 12 11 14
94 Jungle myna 0 0 4 0 4 4 6 0 0 7 0 3
95 Common starling 0 0 0 4 11 14 14 17 0 0 0 0
96 Ashy drongo 0 0 0 0 20 21 23 22 0 0 0 0
97 Golden oriole 0 0 0 0 24 11 19 20 0 0 0 0
98
Asian paradise
flycatcher 0 0 0 4 7 11 4 8 0 0 0 0
99 Large billed crow 24 20 29 30 14 17 18 21 20 21 14 22
100
Yellow billed
blue magpie 27 26 22 37 20 29 20 24 26 20 21 27
101 Eurasian jackdaw 29 20 21 19 19 18 20 21 27 18 16 25
102
Yellow billed
chough 4 0 0 11 6 9 11 0 7 4 0 0
103
Red billed
chough 0 4 0 4 0 0 3 3 6 4 7 0
104
White throated
fantail 0 0 0 4 3 6 7 2 0 2 0 0
105
Spotted nut
cracker 0 0 2 3 7 4 2 0 0 1 0 0
106 Brown dipper 4 5 3 11 11 16 4 8 12 9 6 12
107
White throated
dipper 0 0 2 0 3 1 1 0 2 0 1 1
108 Mallard 4 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 4 2
109 Northern pintail 2 4 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 14 14
110 Common snipe 0 1 0 0 7 0 0 6 1 9 0 0
111 Common coot 12 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 4 11 14 16
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B. HABITAT PREFERENCE
Bird communities are closely related to the environments they inhabit
and in a forest there are complicated interactions between bird community
structure or diversity and forest structure. A large number of studies have
shown interaction between forest and bird community (Mac Arthur and Mac
Arthur, 1961, Schwab and Sinclair, 1994). Dachigam National Park was found
to be the most diverse in respect of vegetational characteristics and habitat
types and provided a thick cover to avifauna for resting and nesting. During the
present study four different types of habitats were found namely Mixed forest,
Coniferous forest, Riverine and Grassland habitat. Of the four habitats, the
Mixed forest had the largest number of bird species (73) followed by
Coniferous (31), Riverine (25) and Grassland (17) [Table 5.3]. Accordingly,
diversity index (Shannon –Weiner’s) in all the four habitats was analyzed and
highest diversity was found in Mixed forest (3.86345) which was significantly
different from Coniferous (2.88251), Riverine (2.87931) and Grassland
(2.35765), [Table 5.4]. The Kashmir flycatcher, Ficedula subrubra was found
in mixed forests especially where there was dense growth of Parrotia.
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Table 5.3: List of bird species found in four habitats MF=Mixed forest, CN=
Coniferous, RV=Riverine and GR=Grassland; R=Resident,
SV=Summer visitor, WV=Winter visitor, LAM=Local altitudinal
migrant; + = Present, - = Absent
Order Families Species Status MF CN RV GR
Ciconiiformes Ardeidae Egretta garzetta R − − + −
Ardea cinerea R − − + −
Ardeola grayii R − − + −
Falconiformes Accipitridae Buteo buteo R + + − −
Gyps himalayensis R + − − −
Milvus migrans R + − − −
Accipiter badius R + − − −
Circus cyaneus R + + − −
Accipiter nisus R + + − −
Aquila nipalensis R + − − −
Spilornis cheela R + + − −
Galliformes Phasianidae Alectoris chukar R − − − +
Pucrasia macrolopha R + + − +
Lophophorus
impejanus
R + + − +
Coturnix coturnix R − − − +
ColumbiformesColumbidae Columba livia R + − − −
Streptopelia decaocto R + − + −
Streptopelia orientalis SV − + − −
Psittaciformes Psittacidae Psittacula krameri R + + − −
Psittacula himalayana R + + − −
Cuciliformes Cuculidae Cuculus canorus SV + − − −
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Cuculus poliocephalus SV + + − −
Eudynamys scolopacea SV + − − −
Strigiformes Strigidae Tyto alba R + − − −
Apodiformes Apodidae Apus apus SV − + − −
Coraciiformes Alcedinidae Alcedo atthis R − − + −
Halcyonidae Halcyon smyrinensis R − − + −
Cerylidae Ceryle rudis R − − + −
Megaceryle lugubris R − − + −
Meropidae Merops apiaster SV + − − −
Upupidae Upupa epops SV + − − −
Coraciidae Coracias garrulus SV + − − −
Piciformes Picidae Dendrocopos auriceps R + + − −
Dendrocopos
himalayensis
R + + − −
Dendrocopos
hyperythrus
R + + − −
Picus squamatus R − + − −
Picus canus R − + − −
Dinopium benghalense R + − − −
Passeriformes Hirundinidae Hirundo rustica SV − − + −
Motacillidae Motacilla alba R − − + −
Motacilla flava R − − + −
Motacilla cinerea R − − + −
Motacilla citreola R − − + −
Anthus trivialis R + − − +
CampephagidaePericrocotus ethologus SV + – – –
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Pericrocrotus flammeus SV + + – –
Pycnonotidae Pycnonotus leucogenys R + – – –
Hypsipetes
leucocephalus
LAM + – – –
Laniidae Lanius schach LAM + – – –
Muscicapidae Turdus ruficollis WV + – – –
Turdus unicolor R + – – –
Turdus viscivorus R + – – –
Zoothera dauma LAM + – – –
Turdus boulboul SV + – – –
Enicurus maculatus LAM – – + –
Enicurus scouleri LAM – – + –
Saxicola torquata R – – – +
Saxicola ferrea R – – – +
Tarsiger cyanurus R + – – –
Chaimarrornis
leucocephalus
R – – + –
Rhyacornis fuliginosus R – – + –
Myophonus caeruleus R – – + –
Garrulax variegatus LAM + – – –
Garrulax lineatus LAM + – – +
Ficedula subrubra SV + + – –
Ficedula superciliaris R + + – –
Eumyias thalassina SV + – – –
Luscinia pectoralis SV + – – –
Cettia fortipes R + – – +
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Phylloscopus
trochiloides
SV + – – –
Phylloscopus affinis R + – – –
Seicercus
xanthoschistos
R + – – –
Phylloscopus
chloronotus
R + – – –
Phylloscopus
megnirostris
R + – – –
Phylloscopus reguloides
R + – – –
Paridae Parus major R + + − −
Parus melanolophus R + + − −
Parus monticolus LAM + + − −
Certhiidae Troglodytes troglodytes LAM + − + −
Certhia himalayana LAM + + − −
Zosteropidae Zosterops palpebrosus R + − − −
Emberizidae Emberiza cia R − − − +
Fringillidae Leucosticte nemoricola R − + − −
Carpodacus erythrinus SV + − − −
Mycerobas icterioides R + + − −
Emberiza fucata R − − − +
Carduelis carduelis R + − − −
Pyrrhula aurantiaca R + + − −
Passeridae Passer rutilans R + − − −
Passer domesticus R + − − +
Prunella atrogularis WV − − − +
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Prunella himalayana WV − − − +
Sturnidae Acridotheres tristis R + − − −
Acridotheres fuscus R + − − −
Sturnus vulgaris SV + − + −
Dicruridae Dicrurus leucophaeus SV + + − −
Oriolidae Oriolus oriolus SV + + − −
Corvidae Terpsiphone paradisi SV + − − −
Corvus macrorhynchos R + + − −
Urocissa flavirostris R + − − −
Corvus monedula R + + − −
Pyrrhocorax graculus R − − − +
Pyrrhocorax
pyrrhocorax
R − − − +
Rhipidura albicollis R + − − −
Nucifraga
caryocatactes
R + + − −
Cincilidae Cinclus pallasii R − − + −
Cinclus cinclus R − − + −
Anseriformes Anatidae Anas platyrhynchos WV − − + −
Anas acuta WV − − + −
CharadriformesRostratulidae Gallinago gallinago R − − − +
Gruiformes Rallidae Fulica atra WV − − + −
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Table 5.4: Diversity of birds in relation to Habitats
HABITAT Diversity (Shannon-Weiner’s Index)
MIXED FOREST 3.86345
CONIFEROUS 2.88251
RIVERINE 2.87931
GRASSLAND 2.35765
Table 5.5: Diversity of birds in relation to Seasons
SEASON Diversity (Shannon-Weiner’s Index)
SPRING 4.12865
SUMMER 4.19808
AUTUMN 3.81548
WINTER 3.64246
Plate 1: a. Little egret
b. Gray heron
c. Indian pond heron
a
b
c
Plate 2: a. Common buzzard
b. Himalayan griffon
c. Black kite
a
b
c
Plate 3: a. Chukar
b. Himalayan monal (Female)
c. Eurasian collared dove
a
b
c
Plate 4: a. Oriental turtle dove
b. Rose ringed parakeet
a
b
Plate 5: a. Lesser cuckoo
b. Common kingfisher
c. White throated kingfisher
a
b
c
Plate 6: a. Pied kingfisher
b. Common hoopoe
c. Brown fronted woodpecker
a
b
c
Plate 7: a. Himalayan woodpecker
b. Scaly bellied woodpecker
c. Common swallow
a
b
c
Plate 8: a. White wagtail
b. Grey wagtail
c. Citrene wagtail
a
b
c
Plate 9: a. Long tailed minivet
b. Long tailed minivet
c. Himalayan bulbul
(Male)
(Female)
a
b
c
Plate 10: a. Black bulbul
b. Long tailed shrike
c. Tickell’s thrush
a
b
c
Plate 11: a. Spotted forktail
b. Little forktail
c. Common stone chat (Pair)
a
b
c
Plate 12: a. Grey bushat
b. Orange flanked bush robin
c. White capped water redstart
a
b
c
Plate 13: a. Plumbeous water red start (Male)
b. Plumbeous water red start (Female)
c. Blue whistling thrush
a
b
c
Plate 14: a. Variegated laughing thrush
b. Streaked laughing thrush
c. Ultramarine flycatcher
a
b
c
Plate 15: a. Brownish flanked bush warbler
b. Greenish warbler
c. Large billed leaf warbler
a
b
c
Plate 16: a. Great tit
b. Spot winged tit
c. Green backed tit
a
b
c
Plate 17: a. Winter wren
b. Oriental white eye
c. Rock bunting
a
b
c
Plate 18: a. Plain mountain finch
b. Black and yellow gross beak
c. Chest nut eared bunting
a
b
c
Plate 19: a. European gold finch
b. Orange bullfinch
a
b
Plate 20: a. Russet sparrow
b. Common starling
c. Ashy drongo
a
b
c
Plate 21: a. Golden oriole (Male)
b. Golden oriole (Female)
c. Asian paradise flycatcher
a
b
c
Plate 22: a. Large billed crow
b. Yellow billed blue magpie
c. Eurasian jackdaw
a
b
c
Plate 23: a. Red billed chough
b. Spotted nut cracker
c. Brown dipper
a
b
c
Plate 24: a. Mallard Duck (Male, Female)
b. Common coot
a
b
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DISCUSSION
A total of 454 bird species have been recorded from Jammu and
Kashmir which includes both resident and non-resident ones (Grimmett et al.,
2004). Of these, Bates and Lowther (1952) have listed 167 species of breeding
birds from Kashmir. Shah (1984) recorded 90 species of both resident and non-
resident birds from Hokersar wetland. Hussain (1989) has recorded 107 species
of birds from Dachigam National Park.
Dachigam national park has favourable places for birds to be around.
The present studies on the bird community structure of Dachigam National
Park, Kashmir revealed the presence of 111 species of birds belonging to 80
genera spread over 35 families belonging to 14 orders. Further, it was
interesting to note that the passerine birds dominated the diversity with 69
species as compared to non- passerine (42 species).
Family wise analysis showed that family Muscicapidae (26 species)
dominated the avifauna followed by Accipitridae and Corvidae (8 each);
Picidae & Fringillidae (6 each); Motacillidae (5); Phasianidae & Passeridae (4
each); Ardeidae, Columbidae, Cuculidae, Paridae & Sturnidae (3 each) whereas
Strigidae, Apopidae, Alceidinidae, Halcyonidae, Meropidae, Upopidae,
Coracillidae, Hirundinidae, Lannidae, Zoosteropidae, Embrizidae, Dicruridae,
Oriolidae, Rostratulidae & Rallidae were poorly represented in the area. (Table
5.1)
Thakur (2010) also found Muscicapidae as the biggest family of birds
with 58 species from Himachal Pradesh, so pertinently it appears that
Muscicapidae is the most diverse in its overall contribution.
Analysis of the data on the residential status revealed that out of 111
species, 66.66% were resident (74 species), 18.91% were summer visitors (21
species), 5.4% were winter visitors (6 species) and 9 % were altitudinal
migrants (10) species). (Table 5.1). On the basis of relative abundance, 50
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species were very common, 41 were common, 17 were uncommon and 3 were
occasional (Table 5.1).
The result of this study showed that bird species diversity (Shannon-
Weiner’s Index) was highest during summer (4.19) followed by spring (4.12).
Autumn (3.81) and winter (3.64) seasons witnessed relatively less diversity.
(Table 5.5). The high diversity during summer can be compared with earlier
works of Gaston (1995) and Mahabal (2005) who elucidated that Himalayas
receive a flood of breeding birds during summer months from adjacent areas.
The prominent bird species include wagtails, kingfishers, bulbul, doves,
crows, warblers, chats, thrushes, woodpeckers, flycatchers, tits, sparrows and
buntings.
During the present investigation, Northern pintail and Mallard were seen
at Gandekadal transect and Sarband water reservoir. Ahmad (1999) has also
reported these purely migratory bird species from Harwan reservoir.
Himalayan monal and koklass pheasant were encountered from higher
areas of Dachigam national park. Reports of pheasants like monal and koklass
have been made by Rodgers and Panwar (1988) from Dachigam.
Breeding birds like Kashmir flycatcher and orange bull finch were also
encountered from the study area but there occurrence seems accidental and
very rare.
Common, White Breasted, Pied and Crested kingfishers were found as
resident birds from the study area because of the presence of a good number of
ponds and ditches formed by Dugwan stream flowing through the year in the
park.
Rose ringed parakeet was recorded as a resident bird of the study area.
This bird was mostly encountered near sheep breeding farm, VIP lodges,
Draphama and Panzgama within the National Park.
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Oriental turtle dove is a summer visitor to the area. This bird was seen
perching in pine trees and walking along on the ground usually preferring open
habitats inside the park.
Bar tailed tree creeper was recorded throughout the period of study. The
bird usually preferred areas covered with thick trees.
Hoopoe was found to be a summer visitor to the area. It was seen mostly
feeding in open grassland patches in the park.
Further, two species of birds were also sighted in the study area who are
struggling for their existence throughout their distributional range and therefore
placed under different threat categories by IUCN (Red data book,
http://www.iucnredlist.org). Of these, Kashmir flycatcher, Ficedula subrubra
has been placed under Vulnerable Category (VU) and European roller,
Coracias garrulus under near threatened category (NT) (Table 5.1).
During the present investigation it was observed that understory species
like Streaked laughing thrush, Orange flanked bush robin, Brownish flanked
bush warbler and Ultra marine flycatcher were found in dense understory. It is
in conformity with the work of Confer et al. (2003) who reported that there is a
connection between vegetation structure and abundance of species.
Habitat selection by forest birds is largely a function of habitat structure
and foraging method of birds. Forest birds depend upon trees and their
associated understory vegetation and fauna for breeding (Adams and Morrison
1993; Cumming 2004). Mixed forests of Dachigam National Park had
maximum number of bird species because it was most structurally complex
plant community and provided diverse micro habitats for most of bird species
found in Dachigam National Park. Kashmir flycatcher preferred mixed forest
with dense vegetation of Parrotia. Stattersfield et al., 1998 also elucidated that
Kashmir flycatcher prefer dense vegetation of Parrotia. Kornan (2000) had
also reported microhabitats present in primeval mixed forest were preferred by
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Flycatchers. Willson and Comet (1996) also found that some bird species
prefer one type of tree species for nesting while foraging in surrounding habitat
of different tree species.
CONCLUSION
Dachigam National Park has favorable places for birds to be around and
a good access to food and water resources. These factors attract large number
of bird species. Dachigam National Park has diverse avifauna.
A total of 111 species of birds belonging to 35 families were recorded
from Dachigam National Park. These comprised of:
Residents - 74 species
Summer visitors - 21 species
Local altitudinal migrants - 10 species
Winter visitors - 6 species
Resident birds like Little egret, Grey heron, Chukar, Himalayan
woodpecker, Himalayan bulbul, White capped water redstart etc were
dominant. Summer visitors included common hoopoe, European bee eater,
European roller, Common swallow, Kashmir flycatcher, Asian paradise
flycatcher etc.
Winter visitors included Dark throated thrush, Black accentor, Altai
accentor, Mallard, Northern pintail and Common coot. Among local altitudinal
migrants, Bar tailed tree creeper, Green backed tit, Streaked laughing thrush etc
were dominant.
Shannon - Weiner’s Diversity Index indicates that Dachigam National
Park is rich in avifaunal diversity. Shannon’s diversity index for birds was
highest during summer season.
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Mixed forest, coniferous forest, riverine and grassland were the 4 main
types of habitat of the park. Highest diversity index for birds was found in
mixed forests of the park.
Two species of birds, Kashmir flycatcher and European roller who are
placed under different threat categories by IUCN were also recorded from the
study area.
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any studies have indicated that changes in avian community structure
may occur from successional changes in forest vegetation and from
disturbance events (Holmes, 2001 & Rittenhouse, 2010). Forest loss and forest
fragmentation contribute greatly to declines in forest avifaunal biodiversity.
(Robinson, 1995).
During the present investigation, maximum numbers of the bird species
were recorded from mixed forest habitat followed by coniferous, riverine and
grassland. Mixed forest is a desirable habitat for birds because it is most
structurally complex plant community and provides diverse microhabitats for
most of the bird species. Birds depend upon the trees and their understory
vegetation for feeding and nesting purposes. Bird species like Kashmir
flycatcher, Ficedula subrubra and Orange bull finch, Pyrrhula aurantiaca
prefers mixed and coniferous forests in Dachigam National park. As a result of
destruction of mixed and coniferous forests, population of Kashmir flycatcher
has declined drastically. Therefore, effective management and conservation of
the vegetation would play a critical role in enhancing the habitat quality for
range restricted bird species.
Management Steps/Recommendations
For conservation and management of the mixed forests and their
avifauna, following steps need to be taken.
1. Awareness programmes dealing with importance of forests and wildlife
should be conducted targeting villagers, students, tourist entrepreneurs,
herders, defense personnels and daily wagers.
M
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2. Capacity building programmes such as tourist management courses,
training in bird watching and exposure tour for local communities would
be important tools for biodiversity conservation in the region.
3. A code of conduct for tourists and stakeholders should be established
and followed strictly.
4. Formation of biodiversity management and eco tourism committees with
the involvement of locals would be an effective step in the
implementation of conservation measures.
5. People’s participation in any conservation programme is the corner
stone for success of effort.
6. Reaching out to the locals and putting across the concept of wildlife
conservation.
7. To strengthen research facilities.
8. To benefit the locals especially people living in the fringes of Dachigam
National Park by involving them directly or indirectly through
community participation in the conservation and developmental
programmes.
9. To strengthen the staff position in Dachigam in order to check the
illegal exploitation of vegetation.
10. Scientific research in Dachigam National Park is vital for better
understanding of ecosystems, their functions, ecology and status of
various bird species and their habitats. Information generated will be
useful for taking appropriate conservative and management actions.
11. To prevent excessive fuel wood extraction, vigilance and the frequency
of patrol of forests have to be intensified by increasing the number of
guards.
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12. Illegal grazing should be checked because denudation and erosion can
occur which in turn destroys the habitat of many ground nesting bird
species.
13. Conservation measures need to be strengthened and practically
implemented.
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